families of soldiers and officers, and by no means seldom pharmacy. The great object of the service, however, is to preserve health. To recover it in the cases of those who have lost it, whether by sickness or by wounds, is doubtless a great and important mission, but for all military purposes the primary object is to preserve health and consequent efficiency among the troops. "The Health Service" of our army is therefore, in my view, the correct designation to apply to the department the principal duty of which is the preservation and restoration of health.
In the following remarks I endeavour to bring before the reader such particulars in regard to Promotion takes place among the inferior grades usually by seniority, but by selection among the higher; retirement is permissible after twenty-five years' service, and after thirty-five years' full-pay service a medical officer becomes entitled to full-pay retirement. While serving, an increase of pay is granted at the end of every period of five years they may have passed in the same grade.
In time of war each corps-d'armee and each division has its own chief medical officer. The divisional chef has charge of the divisional field-hospitals; when two such establishments unite to form a temporary hospital, the senior of the two then taking command The pay of each of these grades, except the President and Inspectors, undergoes an increase after each period of five years in the several ranks. Promotion from one class to another in the same rank takes place by seniority; that of battalion surgeon to regimental surgeon; that of regimental surgeon to medicin directeur after examination; that from medicin directeur to medicin-en-chef of a department by selection purely. In the examinations for promotion that take place the three seniors in the rank below compete, and if after two such examinations an officer is found ineligible, he forfeits all further advancement.
The "sanitary corps" consists of (a) medical officers, and (6) compagnies de sante. The comity de santd is entirely consultative in its nature, in reference to questions bearing upon the health of the army, and its duties are to study all such matters and bring them to the notice of the minister for war. It consists of a president, the major-general medicin, and four colonels medicins, an apothecary, and a secretary. The principal purposes of an ambulance are the following, namely, the reception of sick and wounded, and these should above everything receive all needful care and refreshment; the application of such apparatus as may be necessary to enable them to be further transported, and the performance of needful operations ; their transport from the place of first help to the ambulance, and from it to the field hospitals, where the real treatment of cases must be carried out.
The section d'ambulance constitutes the place of surgical help for a brigade; the evacuation or transfer of the wounded must ever be one of the chief subjects in the mind of the principal surgeon, for in this way alone is it possible that the ambulance can follow a force.
3. Field Hospitals.
The evacuation of wounded received in ambulances should be directed upon stationary hospitals, in near proximity to the theatre of war, regular hospitals, maisons de sante, barracks, &c., being arranged and fitted up with all requirements for the purpose brought from the federal magazines. But neither are such establishments always in existence, nor are they often sufficient; hence the conference of revision recommends that to each division should be annexed a war hospital sufficient to receive the sick and wounded evacuated from the ambulance, and serve the purposes of a reserve.
The war hospital should, like the ambulance, be capable of being divided into sections according to brigades; the fact that it pertains to a particular division, however, should never be lost sight of, and during active service transfer its ordinary patients to establishments farther in the rear, so as to be' the better prepared to receive wounded from the front, and these in their turn, so as to be prepared to follow up the troops in case of an advance. The conference attaches great value to these establishments for the treatment of sick and wounded, and consider that each should comprise the following as personnel, namely, 9 surgeons, 1 apothecary, 3 
